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The RD26 Foundation has been formed to honor the memory of Ryan Doyle by helping others. The goal of the
foundation is to assist programs and individuals to improve and positively impact lives in Ryan’s memory. Ryan lived
with a passion for life, family, friends, sports, and fun and the foundation will support programs and people who
share these values.

A MESSAGE FROM TIM
We would like to thank everyone
for helping us honor Ryan. We
would like to honor Ryan not
only for his attitude during his
battle with osteosarcoma, but
also for the kindness, positivity,
and laughter that was ever-present, even before this battle.

battle. There can be difficulty
with traveling, hospital stays,
and many unforeseen events
that accompany this fight. To
be able to give them a chance
to maybe spend a little time
with their families or friends or
just ease their burden a little.
Knowing that there are others
He would always greet you with out there supporting you during
a smile and a warm attitude.
these times can be comforting.
You could count on smiling your- This is what we hope The RD26
self because of this contagious
Foundation can do, let those
attitude. Many times, whether it who are fighting this battle know
was with his brother and sister or they are not alone.
any of his friends, there was no
doubt the room would be filled
If you see someone wearing a
with laughter.
yellow bracelet with the logo
Fight with Ryan . These were
Taking on this battle might have made by Ryan’s friends to let
changed some, but not Ryan.
him know they are there for him!
His continued positivity brought
smiles even to those who were
We are letting you all know Ryan
caring for him. Playing practical is there to help you in your fight.
jokes on the doctors and nurses Thank you all for your continued
always lightened the mood and support. Peace.
help put others at ease.
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This is what The RD26 Foundation is trying to do; to help others and maybe bring a smile to
those who are facing the same

RD26.org

Ryan’s Corner. See more on Page 6!

REMEMBERING RYAN
Casey Doyle’s Memory
“The night before we went to Curaçao to swim with the dolphins for
Ryan’s Make-A-Wish, Ryan and I were both so excited to go that we
couldn’t sleep. We didn’t plan to stay up all night, but I could just
tell he was as excited as me. I went to his room at 3 AM, and he was
wide awake too. We spent the whole night making jokes and having
fun until we had to leave the house at 5 AM to get to the airport. A
limo came to pick us up in the morning. We spent the ride pretending we were rich and boujee. It was a really good time.”

Each edition will feature a memory of Ryan. Please contact us
at pr@rd26.org if you have a memory to share.

RD26 FOUNDATION SUPPORTS THE COMMUNITY
This past holiday season, the RD26 Foundation was
connected to three young mothers undergoing
cancer treatments. These women needed some financial aid to help with the costly expenses of giving
a family a joyful Christmas, and the Foundation was
excited to support the young mothers during the
cheerful time of year.
Life-long friends of Dee Doyle, Ryan’s mom, work as
nurses at the oncology unit at Sister Caritas Cancer
Center at Mercy Medical in Springfield, MA. Dee told
her friends to connect her with anyone at the hospital that may be a good fit for financial assistance, as
the Foundation is always looking for potential candidates. They immediately thought of these three
women and put her in touch to work with a local
social worker.
“The social worker said most organizations want your
picture with the check, and I told her, ‘No, no, no.
We don’t do any of that. Just give them the money,’” said Dee.
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The RD26 Foundation quickly cut three checks,
$1,000 each, for the three young mothers just in time
for the upcoming holiday season.
The first woman used the money to gift her children
teddy bears for Christmas. She recorded herself and
stuffed her voice in the cozy toys as a forever memory of her. She passed away shortly after.
The second woman was able to finish paying off a
family trip to Disney. She wanted to give her children
a fun experience to remember before passing away.
The third woman said the donation was very helpful in providing her family a happy and special last
Christmas together.
The nurses and social worker reported back that the
women were extremely grateful for the fast cash. The
RD26 Foundation was proud to help the three young
mothers and families in Ryan’s memory.

BACKPACK PROGRAM: NEW INITIATIVE LAUNCHED
A cozy gray blanket was a must-have item for Ryan
at the hospital during his cancer treatments. He
made sure to bring it for each hospital stay. The
blanket was soft and warm, which juxtaposed the
rough hospital linens, and it brought comfort to Ryan
through difficult chemotherapy
sessions.

back for a short window of time, Dee and Tim would
rush to find a quick meal. Kids going through treatment could use the gift card to have food delivered
straight to their room.
Since its inception, the RD26
Foundation has donated 10
bags. A few of the backpacks
have been distributed by Danielle and Cheryl at the Sherry’s
House in Worcester, MA. The Sherry’s House is a place for families
to stay for free during overnight
hospital stays. The RD26 Foundation met Danielle at Umass
Memorial Hospital while Ryan
was receiving treatment. Due to
COVID-19, visitation time in the
hospitals has been restricted, and
Danielle has helped connect the
Foundation to candidates for the
Backpack Program. The RD26
Foundation has also found candidates through word of mouth.

At the beginning of this year,
the RD26 Foundation launched
a new initiative, the Backpack
Program. The project was inspired
by the gray blanket Ryan used
to pack for his treatments. “We
were trying to think of something
we could do to help the kids
in the hospital. Ryan would always bring his gray blanket and
everything else he needed in a
backpack. We figured if we gave
the kids a backpack, it would be
everything wrapped up in one,”
said Tim Doyle, Ryan’s dad.

Alongside a gray blanket, a
warm hat and a Visa gift card
“We have 40 backpacks in
are stuffed inside the backpack.
stock,” said Tim. “We want to give
Each of these items was carefully
these bags to anyone we can
selected by the RD26 Foundahelp, and we’re excited and look
tion. A backpack can hold all
forward to giving away as many
Items included in the Backpack Program.
essentials needed during a hospias possible.”
tal visit, like toiletries, games, or a laptop. A knit hat
can keep someone warm after leaving the hospiIf you know someone who would make a good
tal during the colder months. A Visa gift card can
candidate for The RD26 Foundation Backpack
be used for any last-minute expense, such as food
Program, please contact info@RD26.org or reach
delivery. After chemo, Ryan would be too nauseous out to Tim, Dee, or Mike Doyle.
to eat. However, when his appetite would come

RD26 FOUNDATION FAMILY STORIES
With your donations, the RD26 Foundation is able to financially support families of those
who are undergoing cancer treatments in memory of Ryan. Below are a few of their stories:

A 19-year-old girl in Boston
A 5-year-old girl in Worcester
Backpack Program Recipients
at Sherry’s House
FOLLOW US @ RD26_FOUNDATION

THANK YOU TO
OUR DONORS:

RYAN DOYLE COURAGE AWARD PRESENTED
“To what was truly the greatest and most honorable night of my life, a
special thank you to the Doyle family for awarding me the 2022 Ryan
Doyle Courage Award,” said Jake Goodreau, the most recent recipient of the Western Mass Baseball Hall of Fame Ryan Doyle Courage
Award. “I look forward to working closely with this Foundation and the
Doyle Family in the future, as I try to carry the honorable and courageous spirit of Ryan Doyle with me for the rest of my life.”

Sarah Ardolino
Elizabeth Callahan

The Valley Blue Sox hosted the 9th Annual Western Mass Baseball Hall
of Fame Induction Banquet at Twin Hills Country Club in Longmeadow,
MA on March 10. Among the Western Massachusetts greats who were
inducted, the Hall of Fame recognized Jake as the third Ryan Doyle
Courage Award winner.
In his senior year of high school, Jake was named Southwick High
School baseball player of the year, then went on to play for Boston College. Before the 2019 spring season, Jake was diagnosed with thyroid
cancer and was forced to take a year off for treatment. After winning
the fight against cancer and rebuilding his strength, Jake was able to
step foot on the diamond once more for the 2020 spring season.
The Ryan Doyle Courage Award was created to honor an athlete who
displayed the same strength and courage as Ryan did during their
cancer battle. Mike Trombley, a Western Mass Hall of Fame inductee,
and Steve Lucas and Don Laware, Ryan’s former coaches, saw Ryan’s
difficult fight against cancer. They wanted to find a way to commemorate Ryan and his valiant battle, and the group established the Ryan
Doyle Courage Award in 2020.
Ryan was the first recipient. His parents accepted the award on his behalf. Trey Mancini, a Baltimore Orioles player who beat Stage 3 colon
cancer and created the Trey Mancini Foundation to support others
facing illnesses, received the award virtually in 2021. He is currently the
American League Comeback Player of the Year.
“It’s nice that Mike took the opportunity to honor Ryan for such a
difficult battle he went through. For me, to be able to recognize someone for doing something in private - Ryan was very private and quiet
when it came to his
battle - that is very
special,” said Tim
Doyle, Ryan’s dad.

The Doyle Family with Jake Goodreau and family at the
Western Mass Baseball Hall of Fame Award Ceremony.

“The award gives
us a chance to
recognize other
people who are
fighting the fight.
It’s a very difficult
fight. People should
be recognized
for having to go
through this battle.”

Kevin Doyle
Nolan Doyle
Kyle Giordano
Lance Taweel
Ben Cerami
Mary Lucas
Collin McQuade
Sean Doyle
Bill O’Brien
Mike Doyle
Henry Wheelwright
Jake Goodreau
Western Mass
Baseball Hall of Fame
Members/Guests
Nick Ivacoli and
The Boys

CORPORATE
DONATIONS:
Baupost Group

FOLLOW US @ RD26_FOUNDATION

MINNECHAUG FOOTBALL TEAM HONORS RYAN
“It is a huge honor to be selected as Minnechaug’s Ryan Doyle
Courage Award winner,” said
Coach Nickerson, Head Coach
of the Minnechaug Regional High
School Football Team.
“We talk about Ryan and The
RD26 Foundation frequently to
carry out Ryan’s legacy.”
In 2019, the Minnechaug football
team added a new accolade to
the student-athlete major award
roster, The Ryan Doyle Courage
Award. It was created to honor Ryan by former Minnechaug
Head Coach Steve Alloso. He
coached Ryan throughout his high
school football career.

the annual end-of-season banquet. The first two recipients of
the accolade were Joe Mauer
and Tim Whalen-Sylver. This past
football season, James Jolicoeur,
Minnechaug Class of 2022, was
distinguished as the 2021 award
winner.
“The Ryan Doyle Award of Courage genuinely meant more to me
than any other award I received
or record I could’ve broken in
my years playing football,” said
James.

Paula Laware
Bobby McQuade

A SPECIAL THANK
YOU TO:
$10,000
Anonymous Donor #2
$25,000

HOW TO DONATE:
James Jolicoeur poses with the 2021
Minnechaug Football Ryan Doyle
Courage Award.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Diana Doyle
Tim Doyle
Thomas Scerbo
Steve Lucas
Joanna Strange

ADVISORY BOARD
Helen Vaselocopoulos
Chris Doyle
Brian Doyle
Mike Doyle
RD26.org

Don Kozaczka

Anonymous Donor #1

To be considered for the award,
the Minnechaug football player
must be a great teammate: do
anything for the team’s success.
They also must be someone who
overcame adversity, on and/
or off the field. Finally, the candidate must demonstrate the Minnechaug falcon spirit in all that
they do.
Each year, the Minnechaug
Coaching Staff is responsible for
picking the winner. Ryan Doyle
Courage Award is presented at

GIFTS IN
MEMORY OF:

1. Visit RD26.org
2. Click “Donate” on the
top right
3. Click “Donate Now”
4. Enter donation amount
5. Follow the prompted
instructions

RYAN’S CORNER

UPCOMING EVENTS
ATTENTION ALL MINNECHAUG STUDENTS!

Apply now! Applications for the Ryan Doyle Memorial Scholarship
close on April 20th. Pick up an application at the Guidance
Counselors’ Office at Minnechaug Regional High School.

THIRD ANNUAL RYAN DOYLE MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

SAVE THE DATE! August 29th, 2022 at the Country Club of Wilbraham.

FOLLOW US @ RD26_FOUNDATION

FOLLOW US
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The RD26 Foundation is a tax exempt 501(c)(3) charitable organization and a registered charity in the state of
Massachusetts. Our EIN is 84-2479855. Contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.

